Assignments March 26 - Interflora World Cup - Keith White, USA
The first event, Designers Choice is themed "Flowers on the Orient".  Contestants will complete a design up to 1.2 metres deep and wide and 2.25 metres high within 2 hours. 

On the same day they will have their artistic flair tested again with a  "Surprise Item" which they will complete in just over an hour.  This is an exciting test of how spontaneous these designers from around the world can be with only 15 minutes to view the various items presented to them and create something amazing.

Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient. 
What can you tell us about your "Flowers on the Orient" creation?
The form is based on simplicity of Asian style. The colour choices have been based on traditional reds to oranges. The accents in the designs are interpretations of good luck and traditional Chinese symbols.



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
What do you consider typical flowers of the orient? (Do you like to work with them?)
This question can be answered in many ways, depending on the application of use. From modern to very traditional. Ofcourse I like to work with them! It is a broad range and I like all flowers!



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
Which aspect(s) of this arrangement makes it typically your design? (Flowers on the Orient.)
People can recognize it because of my individual style; to the blend of colours and the choice of materials. I am all about colours. My style does draw peoples' attention as I think an arrangement must be pleasing to the eye.



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
Other remarks you would like to make?
This is a floral competition. This particular piece I have kept and simplifed, it is getting back to traditional Asian feeling.



Assignment 2: Surprise item
Shanghai Tang

Assignment: Create within the time allowed an in store display for the famous Shanghai Tang Clothing and Accessories Store. Your design should reflect the vibrancy and contemporary ambience of this retail outlet. You do not have to use all of the materials provided, you may decide not to use some of the items at all.



Please tell us something about your Shanghai Tang creation.
Shanghai Tang is my favorite shop. I ate there last night! I would describe their style as the classic Asian feeling.

The arrangement is all about the main brand. I did not use the pale and pastel coloured materials, as the signature of Shanghai Tang is bright colouring. It is all about bold colours against black.

 

I did not use the bags in my arrangement, I specifically let them out.
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At the second day the designers have to make two assignments. 

The first is a table arrangement, named 'Green Tea for Two'. On a round table they have to create their masterpiece in two hours time, taking into account that the maximum height is two meters. 

The second preliminary event is a bridal bouquet with no size restrictions, but obviously the 'Oriental Pearl Bride' must still be able to carry the designers creation.

Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Please give us your vision on the theme "Green Tea for Two" in your table setting.
Green Tea for Two and the popularity of green tea has European roots, in ancient times of tea trading. So definitely this history of tea trading brings me to a proper - tea! This feeling of proper tea tends to have more of a feminine approach to this setting.



Assigment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Who would you like to invite for a cup of  tea at your table setting? And why?  
I would invite a perfect stranger. In my world travels it is always nice to meet new friends!



Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
What level of standards should products used in table settings meet? Which choices have you made?
In the category size and style for the occasion, in the Contestants Marking Schedule, distinction and suitability should be a major consideration. Although it is just one of the points to be judged. I think that a person must want to get seated at the table. Would you enjoy your cup of tea or would be too affraid to be seated?



Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Other remarks you would like to make?
 -



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Explain how you incorporated the theme” Oriental Pearl” into you bridal bouquet?
Again a wide interpretation. From the pearl landmark here in Shanghai to the culture pearl. It is based on structure and nature. From the hardness of a metal structure to the delicate individual pearl. The colours of the landmark, like pinks and reds to the steel-grey are incorporated.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Which techniques did you use? And why?
I used a metal and aluminum as the basis of the structure and delicate blooms interwoven. Why: because the colours combine the tradition of Chinese red for the wedding with a contemporary flair.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
What made you choose the specific products and/or varieties you used for this bridal bouquet?
I used Gloriosa for its delicate and colourful bloom. Along with the Sweet Peas and the structural form of the mini Calas.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Other remarks you would like to make?
The bridal bouquet is always about comfort for the bride to carry and should not overpower the bride!
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        As a visionary of flowers, J, Keith White, combines modern and traditional floristry into an art form that welcomes the great diversity of our lives and environment. Partner and design director of AANDK Productions, a special events company for retail, corporate and trade clients; Keith is known for extraordinary designs. His most recent designs can be viewed in the book "Winning Wedding Bouquet Combinations, which he produced with Florists’ Review and the California Cut Flower Commission. No stranger to the news media, Keith's programs and projects have been covered by broadcast, internet and print journalism for over two decades. Keith’s leadership role in the Rose Parade is recognized by many in the floral industry, as well as the media. His extravagant floral designs for the official cars of the Rose Parade have been nationally broadcasted for the past three years. 

        Keith's talents as a designer and communicator have been recognized throughout the industry. Each year he is asked to participate in many programs, workshops and symposiums. Since his induction into AIFD in 1996, Keith has presented three main stage programs. In 2004 he served as a FTD-sponsored jury staff member for the Interflora World Cup held in Melbourne, Australia. While Keith is known for his flair, showmanship and professionalism, his programs also present meaningful educational content. 

        Through Keith's roles as a member of AIFD, the California Cut Flower Commission Education & Outreach Team, PTD Education Design Team, and Silk Botanica Visual Director, Keith has defined and redefined floristry, not as an independent art form, but a service of luxury merchandise in a global marketplace.

