Nina Healey biography New Zealand competitor

        Nina Healey NZPFA AIFD NDSF 

        Nina Healey completed her New Zealand Professional Florist Association Diploma (NZPFA) at a young age. She then decided to study, work and demonstrate in America and gained her AIFD qualification with the American Institute of Floral Designers. After this Nina moved to England and became a partner in a West End London florist, furthering her studies and obtaining the National Diploma Society of Floristry (NDSF).

        Nina has won many floristry design competitions during her career including lnterflora Florist of the year UK winning eight out of eight Gold medals. She also won seven medals at Chelsea Flower Show including three Gold medals and a Best in Show. Nina is not only an award winning designer but also an International Demonstrator in countries including Germany, Holland, USA I-long Kong United Kingdom China, Australia and New Zealand. ln 2002 she returned to New Zealand to live and work and moved to Rotorua in 2006 to open Living Colour Flowers and Gifts. A stimulating challenge and growing venture even in the current economic climate. Geothermal Rotorua being the town of her birth, it feels like coming home at last. Nina still has a thirst to enter more competitions with the World Cup being the ultimate challenge. Nina is more than honored to represent New Zealand at the lnterflora World Cup.Zhixiang was born 1974 in Huai An,China. He is now the president of China Floral Shop Union Jiang Su Province. Also he is the director of Chinese Floral Art Association.
        1990 he won first prize of Nanjing Floral Design Competition.
        2000 he won Silver prize of the 3ed China International Garden Fair
        2001 he won several prizes in China Floral Art Competition.
        2003 he won Silver prize of the 4th China International Garden Fair    
        Zhixiang has published 4 books already,which were sold well in the flower industry in China.Moreover, he launched a website：www.dshyw.com in July 2006.

Assignments March 26 - Interflora World Cup - Nina Healey, New Zealand
The first event, Designers Choice is themed "Flowers on the Orient".  Contestants will complete a design up to 1.2 metres deep and wide and 2.25 metres high within 2 hours. 

On the same day they will have their artistic flair tested again with a  "Surprise Item" which they will complete in just over an hour.  This is an exciting test of how spontaneous these designers from around the world can be with only 15 minutes to view the various items presented to them and create something amazing.

Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient. 
What can you tell us about your "Flowers on the Orient" creation?
The research started on day one. Books on architecture, Culture, Nature, Ceramics, Jewellery everything to help gain an insight. The words " Flowers on the Orient " we took as a play on words, so I went for a form that is elegant, sophisticated and sculptural in it's own right. The choice of flowers is for form, colour and texture to enhance the design not literally what originates in the East.



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
What do you consider typical flowers of the orient? (Do you like to work with them?)
Lotus , Orchids , Roses, Tulips, Peony, Cyclamen, Chrysanthemum, Camellia, Azalea, Diathus, Magnolia these are all flowers that are depicted in the art and culture. I love working with all flowers and my favourites change with the seasons



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
Which aspect(s) of this arrangement makes it typically your design? (Flowers on the Orient.)
Being the First piece we do, it is very important to create impact. Boldness of design and choice of colour were at the forefront in this piece, both of which are typical of my work. Also by including a few of my Favourite flowers helps to get the look I am seeking.



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
Other remarks you would like to make?
The Medium used for the pieces is fibreglass designed and made by my Husband Ross. It was a natural choice to work in collaboration  with Him and cost effective too. I owe him Big. With this medium we were able to achieve Sculptural forms not always possible using other techniques, and hope we have reached the level of elegance and sophistication with this modern construction.



 Assignment 2: Surprise item
Shanghai Tang

Assignment: Create within the time allowed an in store display for the famous Shanghai Tang Clothing and Accessories Store. Your design should reflect the vibrancy and contemporary ambience of this retail outlet. You do not have to use all of the materials provided, you may decide not to use some of the items at all.



Please tell us something about your Shanghai Tang creation.
As the assignment was to make a window display, I made a very tall arrangement. People have to stop at the shop window and come in and buy. And I think they will with an arrangement like this in the shop window; as it combines size with very rich colours! 

Making a surprise item is just like our normal daily work. Most of the customers that come in your shop will surprise you with their requests! It is never the same!

Assignments March 27 - Interflora World Cup - Nina Healey, New Zealand
At the second day the designers have to make two assignments. 

The first is a table arrangement, named 'Green Tea for Two'. On a round table they have to create their masterpiece in two hours time, taking into account that the maximum height is two meters. 

The second preliminary event is a bridal bouquet with no size restrictions, but obviously the 'Oriental Pearl Bride' must still be able to carry the designers creation.

Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Please give us your vision on the theme "Green Tea for Two" in your table setting.
I wanted to create a romantic intimate table for two with the couple facing each other. By making the table semi enclosed and softening the colour intensity and using flowing forms creates the romantic feel.



Assigment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Who would you like to invite for a cup of  tea at your table setting? And why?  
Since the table is Romantic I would like to have a cup of tea with Ross my husband, as he built the table and we haven’t had much of a chance to spend time over a cup of tea lately.



Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
What level of standards should products used in table settings meet? Which choices have you made?
I like top quality products. By always demanding the best quality product you get longevity of life, perfection of form and richness of colour which makes your work stand out.
I would like to thank Dutch Creations for their kind support of beautiful products to help achieve this at the world cup.



Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Other remarks you would like to make?
Through months spent on research many designs were initially sketched before a few were chosen to be made into 10% scaled models. The final design chosen is what evolved from this. We knew it was very ambitious and at times through the process thought it would break us, but I think it was worth it.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Explain how you incorporated the theme” Oriental Pearl” into you bridal bouquet?
I wanted to include “the pearl" , but didn't want to do the obvious, so by creating a "Pearl" out of pink shell central in the design gives me the look and lustre I require. The frame was then created to be the “Flower" with the pearl as the centre. I also found some amazing natural seed pearls to add to the effect.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Which techniques did you use? And why?
I often use a combination of techniques in wedding work to achieve the look wanted ,especially within the rules stipulated for this competition.
At the end of the day a bridal bouquet needs to look beautiful and be made  with beautiful flowers and to be aesthetically pleasing .



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
What made you choose the specific products and/or varieties you used for this bridal bouquet?
I chose the flowers mostly for colour, form, beauty and movement.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Other remarks you would like to make?
With the unconditional support of Ross and his creativity we have been able to reach a level of design I can be proud of. We have created everything ourselves apart from the paint.
I would like to thank Interflora New Zealand and everyone who has given support in our bid to be successful at the Floristry world cup.
http://www.nzprofessionalflorists.co.nz/files/196bd9e32fcf226a/newsletter_set_newsletter/files/1/A4Jan10webNoAds.pdf
