Assignments March 26 - Interflora World Cup - Gil Boyard, France
The first event, Designers Choice is themed "Flowers on the Orient".  Contestants will complete a design up to 1.2 metres deep and wide and 2.25 metres high within 2 hours. 

On the same day they will have their artistic flair tested again with a  "Surprise Item" which they will complete in just over an hour.  This is an exciting test of how spontaneous these designers from around the world can be with only 15 minutes to view the various items presented to them and create something amazing.

Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient. 
What can you tell us about your "Flowers on the Orient" creation?
I started with an imaginary forest which combines design and nature. It brings out the feeling of modernity as well as the history of the Orient.



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
What do you consider typical flowers of the orient? (Do you like to work with them?)
The orient is a big area, there is the eastern part and then there is the part closer to Europe. So I consider the roses, the tuba roses, small trees with flowers. Chaenokonomelles and of course orchids



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
Which aspect(s) of this arrangement makes it typically your design? (Flowers on the Orient.)
The first aspect was my speciality, which is achieving contrast between the design structure and the chosen flowers and plants. The second aspect would be the specific choice of colours I used in the arrangement.



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
Other remarks you would like to make?
  

 Assignment 2: Surprise item
Shanghai Tang

Assignment: Create within the time allowed an in store display for the famous Shanghai Tang Clothing and Accessories Store. Your design should reflect the vibrancy and contemporary ambience of this retail outlet. You do not have to use all of the materials provided, you may decide not to use some of the items at all.



Please tell us something about your Shanghai Tang creation.
I wanted to make a structure for showing another object. I made this display for a bag with silk material. This creation has graphical lines, it is like a silhouette. 

I like to do surprise items! It is a kind of a challenge. This assignment gave me a little more stress than the  first assignment. Not because of the surprise element, but due to the fact that I wanted to make a very solid structure, that would last.

Assignments March 27 - Interflora World Cup - Gil Boyard, France
At the second day the designers have to make two assignments. 

The first is a table arrangement, named 'Green Tea for Two'. On a round table they have to create their masterpiece in two hours time, taking into account that the maximum height is two meters. 

The second preliminary event is a bridal bouquet with no size restrictions, but obviously the 'Oriental Pearl Bride' must still be able to carry the designers creation.

Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Please give us your vision on the theme "Green Tea for Two" in your table setting.
I got the idea of my table when I travelled to Reunion Island, climbing the volcano I was thrilled by a landscape of bushes with white/grey roots and shiny green.



Assigment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Who would you like to invite for a cup of  tea at your table setting? And why?  
I would be pleased to have Muriel le Couls at my table, she is a very gifted florist. She wrote the book 'Structures' with me and she offered me precious help for my preperation and she can't come to Shanghai!



Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
What level of standards should products used in table settings meet? Which choices have you made?
I chose to work with 2 colours for this item. Grey and green which I enhanced with various materials, tonalities and fillings.



Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Other remarks you would like to make?
This item is a tree for life. I think of it as an imaginary tree, peaceful and quite.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Explain how you incorporated the theme” Oriental Pearl” into you bridal bouquet?
For me, pearl is precious, natural, simple and considerably uncomplicated. I chose to work this bouquet in the shining colours that pearls can reflect. The bouquet is a nest where its uniqueness is clearly displayed.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Which techniques did you use? And why?
I found a new technique from one of my assistants named Clement in order to make the structure translucent and precious. We started off with very simple materials.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
What made you choose the specific products and/or varieties you used for this bridal bouquet?
My choice was driven mostly by the size of the flowers. This is a jewelry bouquet, hence I chose light, milky and sparkly colours.



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Other remarks you would like to make?
http://www.facebook.com/search/?post_form_id=70e6a0850dfd76716ad355b81a2a2f27&q=Stein%20Are%20Hansen&init=quick&ref=search_loaded#!/gil.boyard?ref=search&sid=1626395299.1993569527..1

        Brought up in a family of horticulturist, Gil Boyard lived among plants and close to greenhouses during his childhood, in the western part of France. He planned to study sciences instead of following his father's footsteps and being a plant wholesaler... But flower power was too attractive: after 2 years in secondary school, he chose to learn how to be a good florist. He was mentored by 2 well-known florists he had met when he was young: Jacques Basille (European competitor, Winner of the French Florist Cup in 1979) and Philippe Monville (lnterflora France Chairman). It took him only 2 years to get the florist certificate and, then he chose to go and work in Paris. He realized that he needed to work with a “mentor "in order to reach his final dream: being one of the Best Craftsmen in France. He started to work with Jean Michel Mertens (one of the Best Craftsmen in France and World Champion) in his shop in the Paris suburbs period. He wanted to get the best experience and know-how possible. He became manager of the shop and won several competitions (lle de France florist gold cup 2002, Silver Prestige Hortiflor Show 2003, finalist of the French Florist Cup in 2003 and…… became one of the Best Craftsmen of France in 2004!)

         A new world was ahead of him. He was selected to become a member of lnterflora Art Floral Group in 2004 and became the owner of J.M. Mertens' store in 2005. 

        Several press publications described his professional life. Gil Boyard published a book "Structures en art flora!" with Muriel Le Couls another one of the Best French Craftsmen. 

        Now, Gil is completely ready to teach his craft and skills, and share his passion with all talented florists. He is an active member of several professional associations and schools in Paris. Somehow the future champions are gathered in his own shop: Anthony Maresq, winner of lnterflora France "Coupe Espoir" Nicolas Rosieres, competitor of the French florist Cup in 2009 CIement Petit, competitor of the International 'WorIdskills Games" in Calgary, Canada in 2009. 

        One of Gil Boyard's ultimate goals is to be a competitor in one of the best international competitions. He has made the first step by being selected in April 2009 as the French contestant for the March 2010 lnterflora World Cup Competition in Shanghai……

