Assignments March 27 - Interflora World Cup - Stein Are Hansen, Norway  
At the second day the designers have to make two assignments. 

The first is a table arrangement, named 'Green Tea for Two'. On a round table they have to create their masterpiece in two hours time, taking into account that the maximum height is two meters. 

The second preliminary event is a bridal bouquet with no size restrictions, but obviously the 'Oriental Pearl Bride' must still be able to carry the designers creation.  

Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Please give us your vision on the theme "Green Tea for Two" in your table setting.  
For my table setting, the challenge itself was to incorporate the table we were provided with, in a way that I could still make it personal, and stick to the guidelines and rules that we were given.
My colours and also to a certain degree, my choice of materials, is the same in all my works, a combination of gold and silver metallics, decoupage of Chinese paper, combined with yellow, cream, grey and petrol. 
The table is thought of as a low table where you would sit on cushions, like a stack of circular leaves, filled with various flowers and other plant material. And again, the Chrysanthemum is important. Its Chinese name, Jú, means "gathering together", which is a nice symbolic feature for "green tea for two".

 



Assigment 3 - Green Tea for Two
Who would you like to invite for a cup of  tea at your table setting? And why?    
Oh, where do I begin??
It could easily be "Green tea for twenty" and a nice cup of tea with each and every one of all the other contestants. It is always interesting and satisfying to talk to other florists who are passionate about their craft.

Keep the water boiling, it is going to be a long day:-)

 



Assignment 3 - Green Tea for Two
What level of standards should products used in table settings meet? Which choices have you made?  
I guess giving the people sitting down a great experience is the most important. Something beautiful, pleasant and soothing to rest ones eye on. Something to kick-start a great conversation.

Of course scent is wonderful. And personally, I like a table setting to include some surprising elements. Something new to discover as the evening goes by.

 





Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Explain how you incorporated the theme” Oriental Pearl” into you bridal bouquet?  
The "oriental pearl" is the Chrysanthemum itself. And I have tried to take this historically and culturally important flower, and give it my own design aesthetic.
Jú, -"chrysanthemum" in Chinese, means "gathering together". A great symbol also for love and marriage.

 



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
Which techniques did you use? And why?  
Again, for the bridal bouquet, the Chrysanthemum is the focal flower. 
The shape of the base of the bouquet is based on the shape of the flower petals of the mum, and other materials are incorporated following the same pattern and order. A long trail of smaller mixed varieties of chrysanthemum connects the main structure with the hand "bracelet" that rests further up on the same arm carrying the bouquet, before the trail continues further behind the bride.

Technically the bouquet is created using traditional wiring technique. The trail is created using a long needle, normally used for making dolls.

I always go for the look first, and then the choice of technique naturally follows.

 



Assignment 4 - Oriental Pearl
What made you choose the specific products and/or varieties you used for this bridal bouquet?  
The Chrysanthemum is my flower of focus, as I have described for all three tasks given to us.

 Assignments March 26 - Interflora World Cup - Stein Are Hansen, Norway
The first event, Designers Choice is themed "Flowers on the Orient".  Contestants will complete a design up to 1.2 metres deep and wide and 2.25 metres high within 2 hours. 

On the same day they will have their artistic flair tested again with a  "Surprise Item" which they will complete in just over an hour.  This is an exciting test of how spontaneous these designers from around the world can be with only 15 minutes to view the various items presented to them and create something amazing.

Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient. 
What can you tell us about your "Flowers on the Orient" creation?
The inspiration for my "Flowers on the orient" work, comes from the old Asian tradition of Bonsais. Growing plants into miniature trees in containers. This practice was originally first described during the Jin Dynasty in China, and later spread into several countries of the orient.
My interpretation is a hand made tree made out of 800 single miniature test-tubes. Its been a very long process, first adding tripods of wire to each tube using floral tape, then covering all tape in wool and carpenters glue, and then finally, assembling each tube into small branches, and later into larger parts of the final construction.
During the competition time, the whole tree will be filled with several kinds of Chrysanthemum (which is a flower that repeats itself into all my different prepared works here) various orchids, berries and leaves.
In the end, my "bonsai" will be a florist miniature tree, created by hundreds of flowers. 
After years of travelling in Asia, and China in particular, Bonsai trees are one of the first things that come to my mind, when I'm asked to describe what I find typical for this part of the world. I've always been extremely fascinated by these fantastic plants whenever I travel here.



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
What do you consider typical flowers of the orient? (Do you like to work with them?)
Typical flowers of the orient? Well, I think, first and foremost, that the people of Asia are really in love with flowers in general. The presence of flowers and plants is very strong in everything from art, fashion and architecture, to temples and sacrifices, philosophy, food, and history.
They are basically everywhere. As a Scandinavian florist,  born and raised around snow and icy landscapes, I'm really drawn to the importance of flowers here in Asia.


For me as a florist, one of my favourite things to do, is to use flowers that are maybe considered a little bit boring and dull, and to try to give them new and interesting life through my designs. Earlier on in the process before the world cup, I decided that one of my favourite flowers of Asia, the Chrysanthemum, which has such a long tradition and history in China and Japan in particular, would play a significant role in all my designs here. This flower is one of the "four gentlemen of China", (the others being plum blossom, orchid and bamboo) it is the symbol of nobleness and is also one of the four symbolic seasonal flowers. Chrysanthemums are by many florist considered a little "old fashioned, boring and dull” these days. I want to show that they can be the absolute opposite:-)



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
Which aspect(s) of this arrangement makes it typically your design? (Flowers on the Orient.)
I think the fact that I have chosen a traditional and less popular material like Chrysanthemum as my focal flower, together with my construction of the tree itself, is very, very typical for me as a florist.



Assignment 1: Flowers on the Orient.
Other remarks you would like to make?
-



Assignment 2: Surprise item
Shanghai Tang

Assignment: Create within the time allowed an in store display for the famous Shanghai Tang Clothing and Accessories Store. Your design should reflect the vibrancy and contemporary ambience of this retail outlet. You do not have to use all of the materials provided, you may decide not to use some of the items at all.



Please tell us something about your Shanghai Tang creation.
I am a florist, I always use the flowers and not the packages. I create what comes up in my mind.

